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Crashes on

CUha Flight | STATI NTL

KEY WEST Fla, (UPD—A S
highlying U2 reconnaissance! N
Plane ecrashed in the Gulf of
Mexico Wednesday during  an
apparent  surveillance mission
over Comimunist Cubs, '

The Strategic  Ajr Commani
(SAC) said there wag no  evi-
“dence of hostile  action  ang
theorized  the odd-looking  jo!
plane experienced  mechanica]
trouble.

Military  sources in Washing-
tor. however, dig not discount
entcly the possibility of o Cu-
ban attack on the U2, the intel-
ligence  craft that  discovered
the  Soviet misslle buildup in
Cuba last year and has ket
the island  under surveillange
since.

An air and sea search was
iaunched immediately after the
Piane  disuppeared from land-
vased  radar scopes at 10:32
am. EST Wednesday. Eigot
mirutes later, 4 pilot  reported
an oh slick i the Guif about
40 miles  northwest of Key .
West, 5 R
There  was  no  imuediate 9
word on the fate of the pllot, .
identified as Capt. Joe E. ‘Hyde
Jr., 23, of LaGrange withy “qo.
comment.” No one answered
the . telephone gt the home off .
Hyde's wife, Marianne, in Le-2
land, Miss.
SAC  headquarters in Omaha,
Neb..  announoad the  crasa -
Sources  said {te pilot did not:
radio any indiecation of trouble, *
but the lack of such a report
was - inconclufee: ginea the ra4
dio cuts off whan the engine of -
the U2 [fails i

It was the gyond known erash
of a U2 “spy® plane during 4
Cuban  overf}gat. Maj. Rudolf
s Anderson Jr, K of Greenville,
S.C, was sMbxd when a U2
went dows, !f[ aba on Qce, 27,
1962, durag’ by height of the
Cuban crel (S

It was 4§ Mtera in oa sleck
black (";,/' ¢t3ibed by  Alen .
W I)u!ill,,"fli‘nr director of © g
the Centr gl 14 eence Agency 4
(CTA i "the  wwst  important : g
espiona g4t n‘oak.{\‘\_mh of the A
Oth conbtr . deg) 1ot spotted
Soviet npped I* Wha in Oc-
lober, L",ti
The prane ey wvithdrawn
alter 27w s retke? " chow-
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